American Lady

American Ladies are extremely common throughout Alabama. They fly
spring, summer, and fall. Habitat includes almost any open area with nectar
sources and host plants, which are very common. Males often perch on
patches of dry ground. Females fly low to the ground in search of host

plants. Both sexes visit a variety of flowers for nectar. They also engage in
puddling behavior.
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. Winter (dry season) form is slightly smaller and paler.

. Females are slightly larger than males.

. When distinguishing between American and Painted Ladies, a small white spot on both the
dorsal and ventral forewing is diagnostic for American Lady. However, the spot is

sometimes missing.

. May be confused with Painted Ladies. American Ladies have two large eyespots on ventral /j Alabama \\
hindwings; Painted Ladies have four small eyespots. Forewing shape is also different: )
American Lady’s is more sharply cut near apex. 3 E
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American Lady

Dorsal View

Forewing black patch at tip

Small white spot in orange field
(not always present)

Hindwing four eyespots appear
connected

American Lady Vanessa virginiensis © Sre i *Reliable diagnostic marakers

Wingspan: 1%-2% inches (4.45-6.6 cm)
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American Lady

Ventral View

Wing shape sharply cut with
protruding apex

White dot in pink field (not
- always present)

——— *Two large eyespots

Lacy pattern

American Lady Vanessa virginiensis © Sara Bright *Reliable diagnostic marakers

Wingspan: 1%-2% inches (4.45-6.6 cm)
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Similar Species

American Lady Painted Lady
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Similar Species

Painted Lady
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