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Cofaqui Giant-Skipper

Cofaqui Giant-Skippers are extremely rare in Alabama.  Historic sightings were in 
the northeastern part of the state, however, it is possible that this species could 
occur in southwestern counties.  There are two subspecies.  The northern is 
univoltine, flying only in late summer; the more southern flies in spring and 
again in late summer.  Look for Cofaqui Giant-Skippers in areas that support 
yucca species. These very large skippers are active mainly at dusk, perching low 
to the ground during the day. They do not take nectar from flowers.

• A very large, heavy-bodied skipper.

• Sexually dimorphic.  Females have a row of yellow spots at the  bottom of the dorsal 
hindwing that males lack.  Females are heavier bodied.  Male/female ventral surfaces are 
similar.

• There are two subspecies; either could potentially occur in Alabama.  Differences are 
subtle.  For the purposes of these pages, they are not separated. 

• Look for larval chimneys near yucca plants.  

• May be confused with Yucca Giant-Skipper.  Yuccas are much more common and 
widespread.  They only fly in spring; Cofaquis fly in late summer.  Yuccas are somewhat 
larger and have more elongated wings.  Dorsally, Yucca Giants have a yellow forewing  
band that does not touch forewing spots; in Cofaquis, this band widens into a patch and 
touches the cell-end dots.
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* Highly reliable markers (when applicable)

Cofaqui Giant-Skipper
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Dorsal Male                                    

Dark ground color

Broad golden patch; touches cell-
end dots

Golden hindwing border, often 
somewhat scalloped. Females have 
an additional row of yellow spots.

Cofaqui Giant-Skipper Megathymus cofaqui

Wingspan: 2 -2½ inches (5 - 6.3 cm)
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* Highly reliable markers (when applicable)

Cofaqui Giant-Skipper
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Ventral Male

Often one dot on forewing edge

Very dark ground color

Extensive purplish-white frosting

Cofaqui Giant-Skipper Megathymus cofaqui

Wingspan: 2 -2½ inches (5 - 6.3 cm)
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* Highly reliable markers (when applicable)

Cofaqui Giant-Skipper
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Ventral Female

Often two dots on forewing edge

Very dark ground color

Extensive purplish-white frosting

Very heavy body

Cofaqui Giant-Skipper Megathymus cofaqui

Wingspan: 2 -2½ inches (5 - 6.3 cm)
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Similar Species
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Cofaqui Giant-Skipper
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Yucca Giant-Skipper


