King’s Hairstreak

King’s Hairstreaks occur throughout the state, but are not commonly
encountered. They have one flight that begins in late spring and continues
until early summer. Hardwood forests, stream banks and and swamp edges
that contain Sweetleaf/Horse Sugar are their only habitat. Both sexes
nectar from available flowers.

. Sexes are similar. Males have stigma on dorsal forewing. Females are slightly larger.

. Dorsal wings are brown with small darker brown patches near tails. May have bronzy
iridescence when fresh. Dorsal wings are seldom seen since King’s Hairstreaks perch and
nectar with closed wings.

. Variable regarding basic brown wing color and intensity and shade of markings.
. Habitat is important. King’s Hairstreaks are seldom found far from their host plant.
. Time of year is important. King’s Hairstreaks only fly in the spring.

. May be confused with Banded Hairstreaks, Edward’s Hairstreaks, and Striped Hairstreaks.
On King’s Hairstreaks, the blue hindwing dot is capped with orange; forewing cell-end bar
is widely separated from the forewing band; hindwing cell-end bars are not aligned. Does
not have a “striped” appearance.
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King's Hairstreak

Ventral View
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King's Hairstreak Satyrium kingi © David Dodd * Reliable diagnostic markers

Wingspan: 1 -1 % inches (2.5-3.8 cm)
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Similar Species

King’s Hairstreak Banded Hairstreak
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Edward’s Hairstreak

© Sara Bright © Vitaly Charny
Alabama Butterfly Atlas | alabama.butterflyatlas.org



