Long-tailed Skipper

Long-tailed Skippers are widespread and common in Alabama. They are
multi-brooded, but do not usually appear in the state until the summer

months. Open, sunny, disturbed areas provide habitat. Flight is darting.
Long-tailed Skippers avidly nectar from a variety of flowers.
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. Sexes are similar, Females are slightly larger.

. Keep in mind that tails may be broken off. However, no other skipper displays blue-green
iridescence.

. Not typically confused with any other butterfly in Alabama. However, those in southern
counties should keep in mind that Dorantes Longtails could occur. Long-tailed Skippers
have blue-green iridescence dorsally which Dorantes Longtails lack. The dark postmedian ; \
band on the ventral forewing is uninterrupted; it is clearly separated by a light patch on ~ Alabama <
Dorantes Longtails. Long-tailed Skippers have a thin white dash near the middle of the L~
ventral hindwing which Dorantes Skippers lack. Hindwing fringe is lighter and brighter. \\ 3
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Long-tailed Skipper

Dorsal View

Iridescent blue-green of the body
and wing bases™

Several glassy white, squarish to
hour-glass-shaped spots

White margins

Two long tails

Long-tailed Skipper Urbanus proteus ©Vvitaly Charney * Reliable diagnostic markers

Wingspan: 1% - 2 inches (3.8 - 4.1 cm)
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Long-tailed Skipper

Ventral View

Continuous brown submarginal
band

Distinctive light spots

Dark brown stripes
Thin white dash
Light margins

Long brown/black tails

Long-tailed Skipper Urbanus proteus ©Jerry Green * Reliable diagnostic markers

Wingspan: 1% - 2 inches (3.8 - 4.1 cm)
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