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Ocola Skipper
Ocola Skippers are widespread in Alabama, probably occurring in every 
county.  They are typically encountered summer-fall.  As the season 
progresses, their numbers increase until they may be abundant. Habitat is 
varied, especially in fall when they  spread to almost any available nectar 
source.  Flight is very fast and usually low.  Ocolas are avid nectarers.

• Sexes are similar.  Females are slightly larger.

• Ventral wing color varies.  Ranges from light golden brown to dark gray brown

• May be confused with Salt Marsh Skippers and Brazilian Skippers. Ocolas lack the white 
hindwing dash that is present on Salt Marsh Skipper ventral hindwings Ocolas have a 
striped body; Salt Marsh and Brazilian Skippers do not.  Ocolas are smaller than Brazilian 
Skippers.
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* Reliable diagnostic marker

Ocola Skipper
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Dorsal View

Yellowish-brown wing color

Largest spot shaped like 
arrowhead*

Variable number of smaller spots 

Forewing much longer than 
hindwing*

Ocola Skipper Panoquina ocola

Wingspan: 1¼ - 1¾ inches (3.2 - 4.3 cm)
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Ocola Skipper
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Ventral View

Faint spots often present

Forewing much longer than 
hindwing*

Brown wings with pale veins

Striped abdomen*

Ocola Skipper  Panoquina ocola

Wingspan: 1¼ - 1¾ inches (3.2 - 4.3 cm)
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Ventral View                                        
Freshly Emerged Individual

Ocola Skipper  Panoquina ocola

Wingspan: 1¼ - 1¾ inches (3.2 - 4.3 cm)

Forewing much longer than 
hindwing*

Often has faint post median spot 
band

Purple iridescent sheen on 
hindwing

Golden-brown wing color with pale 
veins
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Similar Species
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Ocola Skipper
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Brazilian Skipper
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Salt Marsh Skipper


