Tawny-edged Skipper

Tawny-edged Skippers occur throughout Alabama. They are probably more
common than sighting records indicate, perhaps under-reported because of
identification issues. Flight begins in spring and continues through fall.
These skippers are found in open, grassy areas including fields, roadsides,
and wet areas. Males perch. Both sexes are avid nectarers.
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. Sexually dimorphic. Male: On dorsal forewing, a bright orange costa ends at a heavy black
stigma. Wings are pointed. Female: Orange costa on dorsal forewing is usually less
extensive than male’s. The wrist bracelet of dots found on the ventral forewing is usually
missing in males. Wings are more rounded than male’s. Male wings are more pointed; they
appear to hold them in a very upright position.

. Markings are variable.

. Antennal clubs are bi-colored: black above; light or bright below. ,
. Alabama <

. May be confused with Crossline Skippers. Tawny-edgeds are smaller, often noticeably.
Ventral hindwing typically lacks spots, which are usually present on Crosslines. The tawny
forewing edge is typically brighter than on Crosslines, but this may be difficult to assess in ol ' B
the field. A dorsal view is important: even so, distinguishing between these two species / }
(especialy females) can be difficult—with some individuals, it is impossible. B
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Tawny- Edged Skipper

Dorsal Male

Bright orange “shoulder” ends at
stigma

Thick black stigma

Wrist bracelet of dots

Large orange spot near leading
edge of stigma

Tawny-edged Skipper Polites themistocles © Vitaly Charny * Reliable diagnostic marker

Wingspan: % - 1 inch (1.9 - 2.5 cm)
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Tawny-edged Skipper Polites themistocles

Wingspan: % - 1 inch (1.9 - 2.5 cm)
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Tawny Edged Skipper

Dorsal Female

Tawny edge (variable)

Wrist bracelet of dots

Spots, often squared

* Reliable diagnostic marker
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Tawny-Edged Skipper
Ventral Male

Tawny-orange along costal edge
contrasts with duller wing color

Hindwing plain

Tawny-edged Skipper Polites themistocles © Vitaly Charny * Reliable diagnostic marker

Wingspan: % - 1 inch (1.9 - 2.5 cm)
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Tawny-Edged Skipper

Ventral Female

Orange patch at costal edge
contrasts with duller wing color

Wrist bracelet of dots

Pale spots, often covered by
hindwing

Hindwing plain (occasionally a very
faint, curved spot band)

Tawny-edged Skipper Polites themistocles © Vitaly Charny * Reliable diagnostic marker

Wingspan: % - 1 inch (1.9 - 2.5 cm)
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Similar Species

female
«Z¢ ;

Tawny-edged Skipper male Tawny-edged Skipper
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Crossline Skipper dorsal male Crossline Skipper dorsal female

© Vitaly Charny

© Vitaly Charny

Tawny-edged Skipper ventral
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Crossline Skipper ventral
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