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Barred Yellow
Barred Yellow most commonly occur in the southern two-thirds of the state.  
They are more prevalent during summer and fall.  Barred Yellows are found 
in open areas that often include disturbed sites.  Flight is quick but low to 
the ground. Both sexes nectar from a variety of small flowers, including 
their host plants.  Males puddle.  Courtship behavior is unique: a male lands 
near a female and waves a single hindwing in the direction of her head.

• Barred Yellows are sexually and seasonally dimorphic. They are also extremely variable.

• Summer/Wet Season forms have whitish ventral wings that are speckled with tiny gray 
dots.

• Winter/Dry Season forms have a patterned ventral hindwing with a base color that may be 
brick red, peachy yellow,  golden yellow, or tannish white.  Two small dark dots occur near 
the hindwing’s center. 

• Dorsally, females tend to be lighter in color than males; their markings are more diffuse.

• May be confused with Dainty Sulphurs and Little Yellows. Dainty Sulphurs are smaller and 
lack white ventral hindwings.  Little Yellows lack the black dorsal bar. 
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* Reliable diagnostic markers

Barred Yellow 
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Dorsal Male

Large black wing tip

*Heavy black bar often bordered 
with orange

Broken black band around the 
outside margin of hindwing

Barred Yellow  Eurema daira

Wingspan: 1¼ to 1⅝ inches (3.2-4.1 cm)

* Reliable diagnostic markers
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* Reliable diagnostic markers
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Dorsal Female

Grayish-black wing tip

Light yellow to white wing color

*Faint bar on outside margin of 
forewing

Faint broken black band around 
hindwing margin

Barred Yellow  Eurema daira

Wingspan: 1¼ to 1⅝ inches (3.2-4.1 cm)
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Ventral View                                   
(Summer/Wet Season Form)

Grayish-white hindwing

*Bottom of hindwing is angled 
rather than rounded

Barred Yellow  Eurema daira

Wingspan: 1¼ to 1⅝ inches (3.2-4.1 cm)



Alabama Butterfly Atlas  |  alabama.butterflyatlas.org

* Reliable diagnostic markers
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Ventral View                                  
(Winter/Dry Season Form)

*Brick red scaling on hindwing

Two dark dots

*Bottom of hindwing is angled 
rather than rounded

Barred Yellow  Eurema daira

Wingspan: 1¼ to 1⅝ inches (3.2-4.1 cm)
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Dorsal Male/Female Cpmparison

MALE:  Heavy black bar

FEMALE: Diffuse black bar             
Paler wing color

Barred Yellow  Eurema daira

Wingspan: 1¼ to 1⅝ inches (3.2-4.1 cm)
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Ventral Male/Female Comparison              
(Summer/Wet Season Form)

FEMALE: Slightly larger than male

MALE: Slightly smaller than female.

Dark bar visible through wings

Barred Yellow  Eurema daira

Wingspan: 1¼ to 1⅝ inches (3.2-4.1 cm)
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Ventral Male/Female Comparison 

Ventral Summer/Winter Form 

Comparison

FEMALE (Winter/Dry Season): 

Slightly larger than male

Yellow wing color

Two dark dots

MALE (Summer/Wet Season): 

Slightly smaller than female.

Grayish-white wing color

Lacks dark dots

Barred Yellow  Eurema daira

Wingspan: 1¼ to 1⅝ inches (3.2-4.1 cm)
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Similar Species
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Barred Yellow
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Dainty Sulphur
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Little Yellow
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Color Variations in Barred Yellows
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