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Cloudless Sulphur
Cloudless Sulphurs are extremely common and occur throughout Alabama.  
They fly spring, summer, and fall;  in the Coastal Region, there are records 
from every month of the year.  These sulphurs undertake seasonal 
movements, and in the fall are commonly encountered flying in a southerly 
direction.  They nectar at a variety of flowers, including  long-tubed species 
associated with hummingbirds.  Males also engage in puddling behaviors.

• Cloudless Sulphurs are sexually and seasonally dimorphic.

• Males typically have plain lemon-yellow dorsal wings; ventral wings may be plain or slightly 
marked.  Females have a dark spot and a dark, patchy border on dorsal forewings.  Ventral 
wings are strongly marked and contain spots outlined in brown on both forewings and 
hindwings. 

• A winter (dry season) ‘rosa’ form also occurs; female ventral wings are suffused with rosy 
red, although not heavily. Markings may be heavier on both sexes than on summer 
individuals. 

• Cloudless Sulphurs sometimes appear to be a very green shade of yellow.

• The proboscis is exceptionally long.

• May be confused with Southern Dogfaces, Clouded Sulphurs, and Orange Sulphurs.
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* Reliable diagnostic markers

Cloudless Sulphur
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Dorsal Male

*Lemon yellow with no spots or 
lines

Paler yellow border

Cloudless Sulphur Phoebis sennae

Wingspan: 2⅛ to 2¾ inches (5.4-7.0 cm)

* Reliable diagnostic markers
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* Reliable diagnostic markers

Cloudless Sulphur
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Dorsal Female

Dark spot on upper forewings

*Irregular patchy brown or black 
borders on forewings

Yellow, white, or a combination

Cloudless Sulphur Phoebis sennae

Wingspan: 2⅛ to 2¾ inches (5.4-7.0 cm)
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* Reliable diagnostic markers

Cloudless Sulphur
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Ventral Male

Pale, greenish yellow wing color

Small markings on both wings

Cloudless Sulphur Phoebis sennae

Wingspan: 2⅛ to 2¾ inches (5.4-7.0 cm)
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* Reliable diagnostic markers

Cloudless Sulphur
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Ventral Female                                           
Summer (Dry Season) Form

*Silvery spots outlined in brown

Strongly marked; small spots on 
upper and lower wing

Greenish yellow wing color

Cloudless Sulphur Phoebis sennae

Wingspan: 2⅛ to 2¾ inches (5.4-7.0 cm)
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* Reliable diagnostic markers

Cloudless Sulphur
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Ventral Female (‘Rosa’ Form)

Silvery spots outlined in brown

Strongly marked; small spots on 
upper and lower wing

Yellow or greenish-yellow wing 
color with rosy-colored scales, 
particularly on edges

Cloudless Sulphur Phoebis sennae

Wingspan: 2⅛ to 2¾ inches (5.4-7.0 cm)
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* Reliable diagnostic markers

Cloudless Sulphur

© Vitaly Charny

Ventral Male/Female Comparison

MALE: Slightly smaller than female.

Few markings; markings are small.

FEMALE: Slightly larger than male.

Strongly marked

Cloudless Sulphur Phoebis sennae

Wingspan: 2⅛ to 2¾ inches (5.4-7.0 cm)



Alabama Butterfly Atlas  |  alabama.butterflyatlas.org

Similar Species
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Cloudless Sulphur
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Clouded Sulphur
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Orange Sulphur
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Southern Dogface


