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Common Buckeye
Common Buckeyes are widespread and extremely common in Alabama, 
occurring in every county and flying throughout much of the year.  Habitat 
consists of a variety of sunny, open areas. Flight is usually low and may be 
eratic. Males often perch on bare patches of ground.  Both sexes nectar 
from a variety of flowers.

• Sexes are similar.  Females are slightly larger. Male forewings are slightly more falcate.

• Seasonally dimorphic.  Summer (wet season) butterflies are often smaller.  Ventral 
hindwings are light brown/tan and marked with a variable number of small dark spots.  
Winter (dry season) butterflies typically emerge in the fall; they are brighter, larger, and 
ventral hindwings are often rosy/reddish colored.

• Not typically confused with any other butterfly species in Alabama.
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*Reliable diagnostic marker

Common Buckeye
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Dorsal view

Common Buckeye  Junonia coenia

Wingspan:  1⅝ - 2¾ inches  (4.2 - 7 cm)

Forewing has two orange bars in 
mid upper margin*

Small eyespot near wingtip

Pale colored bar ending in large 
eyespot*

Hindwing has one large and one 
smaller multi-colored eyespot*

Orange band lower margin
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Ventral View                                      
Summer (Wet Season) Form

Pale bar ending in large eyespot*  

Orange bars mid upper forewing*

Hindwing light brown or tan with a 
variable number of small eyespots 
and other markings 

Common Buckeye  Junonia coenia

Wingspan:  1⅝ - 2¾ inches  (4.2 - 7 cm)
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Ventral View                                         
Winter (Dry Season) Form

Pale band ending in large eyespot*

Orange bars mid upper forewing*

Hindwing rose to red color with a 
variable number of small eyespots 
and other markings 

Common Buckeye   Junonia coenia

Wingspan:  1⅝ - 2¾ inches  (4.2 - 7 cm)


