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Pearl Crescent
Pearl Crescents are very common throughout the state.  They are the 
earliest crescents on the wing, flying spring, summer, and fall.  These 
crescents are found in open, sunny areas as well as open woodlands. They 
stay low with a rapid, erratic flight. Freshly emerged males gather at 
puddles.  Pearl Crescents are avid nectarers, pumping wings slowly as they 
drink. 

• Males are somewhat smaller than females.  Females tend to be somewhat darker and 
often have a pale orange band on the dorsal forewing.  The nudum (the scaled tip of the 
antenna) is typically black on males and orange on females.  

• Pearl Crescents are extremely variable--seasonally, sexually, and individually.

• May be confused with Phaon Crescents, Silvery Checkerspots, and Gorgone Checkerspots. 
Pearl Crescents lack the creamy dorsal forewing band that is distinct on Phaon Crescents.  
Female Pearls often have a forewing band that is paler than the orange of the rest of their 
dorsal wings, but it is orange, not cream-colored.  Pearl Crescents lack the white centers 
that are present on some of the black dots along the submargin of Silvery Checkerspots.  
Pearl Crescent ventral hindwings are mottled or patterned with dark veining rather than 
zigzagged like Gorgone Checkerspot ventral hindwings.
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* Reliable diagnostic marker

Pearl Crescent
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Dorsal Male

Nudum portion of antennal club is 
black

Orange patches divided by fine 
black lines

Submarginal black dots without 
white centers

Black wing margins

Pearl Crescent (Phyciodes tharos)

Wingspan: 1¼ - 1¾ inches (3.2 - 4.5 cm)
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* Reliable diagnostic marker

Pearl Crescent
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Dorsal Female

Nudum portion of antennal club is 
orange

Light orange band

Deep orange patches divided by 
fine black lines

Submarginal row of black dots 
without white centers

Black wing margins

Pearl Crescent (Phyciodes tharos)

Wingspan: 1¼ - 1¾ inches (3.2 - 4.5 cm)
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Ventral Male 
Spring/Fall Form

Brown/black  marginal patches

Pale orange center 

Hindwing dark marginal patch with 
light-colored crescent*

Mottled shades of  gray, white, 
yellow, and/or gray

Nudum portion of antennal club is 
black

Wingspan: 1¼ - 1¾ inches (3.2 - 4.5 cm)

Pearl Crescent (Phyciodes tharos)
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Ventral Male                                      
Summer Form

Brown/black marginal patches

Pale orange

Dark marginal patch containing 
light colored crescent*

Pale orange with little mottling 

Nudum portion of antennal club is 
black

Pearl Crescent (Phyciodes tharos)

Wingspan: 1¼ - 1¾ inches (3.2 - 4.5 cm)
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Ventral Female 
Spring /Fall Form

Brown/black marginal patches

Pale orange 

Brownish mottled markings

Dark marginal patch containing 
light colored crescent

Nudum portion of antennal club is 
orange

Pearl Crescent  (Phyciodes tharos)

Wingspan: 1¼ - 1¾ inches (3.2 - 4.5 cm)
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Ventral Female 
Summer Form

Forewing has brown/black 
marginal patches

Pale orange 

Dark marginal patch containing 
light colored crescent

Mottled, light orange hindwing

Nudum portion of antennal club is 
orange

Pearl Crescent (Phyciodes tharos)

Wingspan: 1¼ - 1¾ inches (3.2 - 4.5 cm)
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Male/Female Comparison

Summer Form

FEMALE: Nudum portion of 
antennal club is orange

Light orange hindwing with veining

MALE: Light orange hindwing

Nudum portion of antennal club is 
black

Pearl Crescent (Phyciodes tharos)

Wingspan: 1¼ - 1¾ inches (3.2 - 4.5 cm)
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Male/Female Comparison

Summer and Spring/Fall Form

FEMALE (Spring/fall form): Nudum
portion of antennal club is orange

Dark, mottled hindwing; slightly 
larger than male

MALE (Summer form): Light 
orange hindwing; slightly smaller 
than female

Nudum portion of antennal club is 
black

Pearl Crescent (Phyciodes tharos)

Wingspan: 1¼ - 1¾ inches (3.2 - 4.5 cm)
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Similar Species
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Pearl Crescent
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Silvery Checkerspot
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Phaon Crescent
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Gorgone Checkerspot


