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Tropical Checkered-Skipper
Tropical Checkered-Skippers primarily occur in the southern half of the state 
and are especially common in coastal counties.  There are records from 
almost every month, but numbers are highest in summer and early fall.  
Tropical Checkered-Skippers are found in sunny, often weedy habitats. They 
fly fast and low to the ground, stopping to nectar from small flowers.

• Small

• Sexually dimorphic.  Males are lighter and slightly smaller. Their thorax and wing bases are 
covered with dense gray-blue hairs that are much reduced in females.  Male forewings 
contain a costal fold.

• May be confused with Common/White Checkered-Skippers. Tropical Checkered-Skippers 
have a white spot next to a rectangular/oval white mark on the dorsal forewing that 
Common/White Checkered Skippers lack.  The small white spots on the forewing edge 
extend all the way to the tip. These spots tend to be larger than those on 
Common/Whites.  Ventral hindwings are highly patterned but lack dark bands that occur 
on Common/White Checkered Skippers.  Tropicals have a dark smudgy mark on the 
leading edge of the hindwing that Common/Whites lack.

© Vitaly Charny



Alabama Butterfly Atlas  |  alabama.butterflyatlas.org

* Highly reliable markers (when applicable)

Tropical Checkered-Skipper
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Dorsal Male

Costal fold

Small white spots extend all the way 
to the wing tip*

Wing fringe checkered but often 
much darker near forewing apex

White spot beside an hour-glass or 
rectangular-shaped  white mark*

Dense bluish-white hairs on thorax 
and basal portions of wings

Checkered pattern on wings

Tropical Checkered-Skipper  Pyrgus oileus

Wingspan: 1 to 1½ inches (2.5 - 3.5 cm)

* Reliable diagnostic markers
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* Highly reliable markers (when applicable)

Tropical Checkered-Skipper
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Dorsal Female

Small white spots extend all the way 
to the wing tip*

Wing fringe checkered but often 
much darker near forewing apex

White spot beside an hour-glass or 
rectangular white mark*

Bluish hairs on thorax and basal 
portions of  wings

Checkered pattern on wings

Tropical Checkered-Skipper  Pyrgus oileus

Wingspan: 1 to 1½ inches (2.5 - 3.5 cm)

* Reliable diagnostic markers
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* Highly reliable markers (when applicable)

Tropical Checkered-Skipper
Ventral View

Dark smudgy mark on hindwing
leading edge

Hindwing highly patterned; lacks 
distinct bands

Tropical Checkered-Skipper  Pyrgus oileus

Wingspan: 1 to 1½ inches (2.5 - 3.5 cm)

* Reliable diagnostic markers© Sara Bright
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* Highly reliable markers (when applicable)

Tropical Checkered-Skipper
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Male/Female Comparison                  
Dorsal

MALE: Costal fold

Lighter in appearance because of 
prominent white markings

Long hairs on body and wing bases

FEMALE:  Much darker with 
reduced white markings 

Short hairs on body and wing 
bases

Tropical Checkered-Skipper  Pyrgus oileus

Wingspan: 1 to 1½ inches (2.5 - 3.5 cm)

* Reliable diagnostic markers



Alabama Butterfly Atlas  |  alabama.butterflyatlas.org

Ventral Similar Species
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Tropical Checkered Skipper
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Common/White Checkered 
Skippers
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Dorsal Similar Species
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Tropical Checkered-Skipper
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Common/White Checkered-
Skipper


